Early Wills of Monroe County, NY

These records were copied in 1940 by Gertrude A. Barber from Will Book "A" that was created by the Clerk of the Surrogate Court. Although Ms. Barber labeled her work as volumes 1 and 2, it actually contained information from Will Books A, 1, 2, and 3. Many years ago the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (the Mormons) filmed Will Books 1 through 66 but they somehow missed finding Book A. Records in Book A (on this web page) contains the oldest wills filed in Monroe County. The Will Books have not been seen for many years and are probably in storage. Monroe County has Surrogate Court records (called Probate Records in other states) filed in packets and the packets include the original will. The will books only included a copy of the will. It is best to view the whole Surrogate packet as occassionally there are other documents that may be of interest. Besides, the will in the packet is the original with actual signatures. 

If writing to the Surrogate Court office, their price for researching a file is $90 per file and 25¢ for copies. That price is set by the New York State Court system. Instead of paying these outrageous fees, either go to the office in person or use a local genealogical researcher. The Surrogate's office have placed inactive files with a privately owned storage company. It takes at least a day to get these files from the storage company to the Surrogate's office to be viewed. 

William Case of Rush Book A, p. 506 Dated Nov. 26, 1825 Probated June 14, 1826

Mentions wife: Anna
daus.: Elizabeth Arthur, Phebe Dickinson, Fanny Sheldon, Ruth Case
sons: Oliver, Anthony, Benjamin, Barnabas, Lewis W (deceased), Alanson, Emanuel 

Executor William Case 

Witnesses Anson Crawford
Tyler Bowker
Peter Price

